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SOUTH CAROLINA 

CRIME CLOCK 
2003 

 
 
 
 

one 
MURDER 

every  29  hours,  12 minutes 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

one 
VIOLENT CRIME 
every  15  minutes 

55  seconds 

 
 

one 
Forcible Rape 

every  4  hours,  46  minutes 
 
 
 

  one 
ROBBERY 

every  1  hour,  32  minutes 
 
 

 
one 

INDEX CRIME 
every  2  minutes 

25  seconds 

  
 

 
one 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 
every  21  minutes 

   
 

one 
BREAKING OR ENTERING 

every  12  minutes 

12

  
 
 

one 
NONVIOLENT CRIME 

every  2  minutes 
51  seconds 

 
 
 

one 
LARCENY 

every  4  minutes 

   
 

one 
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

every  33  minutes 

 
 
 
The  crime   clock  should  be  viewed  with  care.   Being   the  most  aggregate  representation  of  UCR  
data,   it  is  designed  to  convey  the  annual  reported  crime  experience  by  showing  the  relative  
frequency  of  occurrence  of  the  index  crimes.   This  mode  of  display  should  not  be  taken  to  imply  
a  regularity  in  the  commission  of  the  index  crimes;   rather,  it  represents  the  annual  ratio  of  
crime  to  fixed  time  intervals. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



2001-2003 CRIME INDEX TRENDS 
 

 
Offense 2001 % 

Change 2002 % 
Change 2003 % 

Change 
Murder 320 +7.7 306 -4.4 300 -2.0 
Rape 1,764 +4.5 1,986 +12.6 1,839 -7.2 
Robbery 5,961 -2.8 5,898 -1.1 5,738 -2.7 
Aggravated Assault            24,855 -0.5 26,079 +4.9 25,160 -3.5 

Subtotal Violent 32,900 -0.6 34,269 +4.2 33,037 -3.6 

Breaking or Entering 41,453 +5.2 42,489 +2.5 42,742 +0.6 
Larceny 125,443 +0.5 123,052 -1.9 126,236 +2.6 
Motor Vehicle Theft 16,497 +6.7 16,701 +1.2 15,729 -5.8 

Subtotal Nonviolent 183,393 +2.1 182,242 -0.6 184,707 +1.4 

State Total 216,293 +1.6 216,511 +0.1 217,744 +0.6 

 
 
 
 

CRIME INDEX RATES PER 10,000 POPULATION BY YEAR 
 

Offense 2001 Rate 2002 Rate 2003 Rate 

Murder 320 0.79 306 0.74  300 0.73 

Rape 1,764 4.34 1,986 4.83 1,839 4.45 

Robbery 5,961 14.67 5,898 14.36 5,738 13.87 

Aggravated Assault 24,855 61.17 26,079 63.49 25,160 60.83 

Subtotal Violent 32,900 80.97 34,269 78.57 33,037 79.88 

Breaking or Entering 41,453 102.03 42,489 103.45 42,742 103.34 

Larceny 125,443 308.74 123,052 299.61 126,236 305.21 

Motor Vehicle Theft 16,497 40.60 16,701 40.66 15,729 38.03 

Subtotal Nonviolent 183,393 451.37 182,242 443.73 184,707 446.58 

State Total 216,293 532.35 216,511 527.17 217,744 526.46 

 
 
 
State Population 
 

2001 4,063,000 2002 4,107,000 2003 4,136,000

Population Rates 2001 406.3 2002 410.7 2003 413.6 
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2003 CRIME INDEX BY MONTH 
 
 

Offense Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total  
Jan-Jun 

Murder 25 16 25 26 27 19 138 
Rape 147 98 170 139 186 201 941 
Robbery 521 366 427 444 496 481 2,735 
Aggravated Assault 1,945 1,611 2,084 2,176 2,387 2,204 12,407 

Subtotal Violent 2,638 2,091 2,706 2,785 3,096 2,905 16,221 

Breaking or Entering 3,195 2,747 3,460 3,373 3,630 3,580 19,985 
Larceny 9,482 7,827 9,925 10,538 11,661 11,136 60,569 
Motor Vehicle Theft 1,255 970 1,211 1,339 1,637 1,354 7,766 

Subtotal Nonviolent 13,932 11,544 14,596 15,250 16,928 16,070 88,320 

State Total 16,570 13,635 17,302 18,035 20,024 18,975 104,541 

 
 
 
 

Offense Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 
Jul-Dec 

Murder 34 30 23 20 26 29 162 
Rape 182 185 140 135 151 105 898 
Robbery 483 471 483 546 484 536 3,003 
Aggravated Assault 2,309 2,418 2,149 2,102 2,013 1,762 12,753 

Subtotal Violent 3,008 3,104 2,795 2,803 2,674 2,432 16,816 

Breaking or Entering 3,992 3,841 3,790 3,891 3,571 3,672 22,757 
Larceny 11,959 11,737 11,178 11,006 10,067 9,720 65,667 
Motor Vehicle Theft 1,467 1,521 1,334 1,308 1,188 1,145 7,963 

Subtotal Nonviolent 17,418 17,099 16,302 16,205 14,826 14,537 96,387 

State Total 20,426 20,203 19,097 19,008 17,500 16,969 113,203 
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SOUTH CAROLINA CRIME COUNTS  
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TEN YEAR CRIME INDEX TRENDS 
 

VIOLENT 
 

 
Year 
 

Murder 
 

Rape 
 

Robbery 
 

Aggravated 
Assault 

 

 
Total 

Violent 
Crimes 

 
1994 366 2,084 6,954 29,663 39,067 
1995 292 1,820 6,573 28,287 36,972 
1996 348 1,897 6,327 28,527 37,099 
1997 321 1,905 6,514 28,647 37,387 
1998 305 1,793 5,921 26,951 34,970 
1999 285 1,720 6,049 25,865 33,919 
2000 297 1,688 6,134 24,991 33,110 
2001 320 1,764 5,961 24,855 32,900 
2002 306 1,986 5,898 26,079 34,269 
2003 300 1,839 5,738 25,160 33,037 

 
 

NONVIOLENT 
 

Year 
 

Breaking or 
Entering 

 
Larceny 

 

Motor   
Vehicle 
Theft 

 

Total      
Non-Violent 

Crimes  
 

 
Total 
Index   

Crimes 
 

1994 46,846 124,576 14,208 185,630 224,697 
1995 46,452 127,131 14,256 187,839 224,811 
1996 46,983 130,642 15,754 193,379 230,478 
1997 45,934 132,378 15,673 193,985 231,372 
1998 44,319 127,486 16,013 187,818 222,788 
1999 40,475 123,723 14,617 178,815 212,734 
2000 39,406 124,832 15,455 179,693 212,803 
2001 41,453 125,443 16,497 183,393 216,293 
2002 42,489 123,052 16,701 182,242 216,511 
2003 42,742 126,236 15,729 184,707 217,744 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(See associated graphs on next page) 
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TEN YEAR CRIME INDEX TRENDS 
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CRIME IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
1984-2003 

RATES PER 10,000 POPULATION 
 

 
Year 

 
State 

Population Index Murder Rape Robbery
Agg. 

Assault B & E 
Larceny 

Theft MVT Total 
 
Volume 305 1,328 3,398 15,538 40,528 84,412 7,853 153,3621984 3,262,000  
Rate 0.9 4.1 10.4 47.6 124.2 258.8 24.1 470.1 

           
 
Volume 306 1,383 3,143 16,274 41,925 90,103 8,665 161,7991985 3,293,000  
Rate 0.9 4.2 9.5 49.4 127.3 273.6 26.3 491.3 

           
 
Volume 291 1,395 3,357 17,731 45,218 96,004 9,331 173,3271986 3,332,000  
Rate 0.9 4.2 10.1 53.2 135.7 288.1 28.0 520.2 

           
 
Volume 319 1,506 3,465 18,041 46,651 98,325 9,651 177,9581987 3,369,000  
Rate 0.9 4.5 10.3 53.6 138.5 291.9 28.6 528.2 

           
 
Volume 325 1,492 4,333 19,636 49,278 102,622 10,601 188,2871988 3,400,000  
Rate 1.0 4.4 12.7 57.8 144.9 301.8 31.2 553.8 

           
 
Volume 325 1,649 4,608 22,176 48,922 107,802 12,036 197,5181989 3,444,000  
Rate 0.9 4.8 13.4 64.4 142.0 313.0 34.9 573.5 

           
 
Volume 388 1,866 5,303 26,750 48,017 114,925 13,420 210,6691990 3,499,000  
Rate 1.1 5.3 15.2 76.5 137.2 328.5 38.4 602.1 

           
 

Volume 408 2,115 6,097 26,116 51,887 120,139 13,781 220,5431991 3,557,000  
Rate 1.1 5.9 17.1 73.4 145.9 337.8 38.7 620.0 

           
 

Volume 402 2,251 6,399 26,807 49,895 117,280 13,532 216,5661992 3,595,000  
Rate 1.1 6.3 17.8 74.6 138.8 326.2 37.6 602.4 

           
 

Volume 400 1,997 7,017 28,905 47,143 118,486 13,444 217,3921993 3,630,000  
Rate 1.1 5.5 19.3 79.6 129.9 326.4 37.0 598.9 
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CRIME IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
1984-2003 

RATES PER 10,000 POPULATION 
 

 
Year 

 
State 

Population Index Murder Rape Robbery
Agg. 

Assault B & E 
Larceny 

Theft MVT Total 
 
Volume 366 2,084 6,954 29,663 46,846 124,576 14,208 224,6971994 3,664,000  
Rate 1.0 5.7 19.0 81.0 127.9 340.0 38.8 613.3 

           
 
Volume 292 1,820 6,573 28,287 46,452 127,131 14,256 224,8111995 3,673,000  
Rate 0.8 5.0 17.9 77.0 126.5 346.1 38.8 612.1 

           
 
Volume 348 1,897 6,327 28,527 46,983 130,642 15,754 230,4781996 3,717,000  
Rate 0.9 5.1 17.0 76.8 126.4 351.5 42.4 620.1 

           
 
Volume 321 1,905 6,514 28,647 45,934 132,378 15,673 231,3721997 3,760,000  
Rate 0.9 5.1 17.3 76.2 122.2 352.1 41.7 615.4 

           
 
Volume 305 1,793 5,921 26,951 44,319 127,486 16,013 222,7881998 3,840,000  
Rate 0.8 4.7 15.4 70.2 115.4 332.0 41.7 580.2 

           
 
Volume 285 1,720 6,049 25,865 40,475 123,723 14,617 212,7341999 3,886,000  
Rate 0.7 4.4 15.6 66.6 104.2 318.4 37.6 547.4 

           
 
Volume 297 1,688 6,134 24,991 39,406 124,832 15,455 212,8032000 4,023,000  
Rate 0.7 4.2 15.2 62.1 98.0 310.3 38.4 529.0 

           
 
Volume 320 1,764 5,961 24,855 41,453 125,443 16,497 216,2932001 4,063,000  
Rate 0.8 4.3 14.7 61.2 102.0 308.7 40.6 532.4 

           
 
Volume 306 1,986 5,898 26,079 42,489 123,052 16,701 216,5112002 4,107,000  
Rate 0.7 4.8 14.4 63.5 103.5 299.6 40.7 527.2 

           
 
Volume 300 1,839 5,738 25,160 42,742 126,236 15,729 217,7442003 4,136,000  
Rate 0.7 4.5 13.9 60.8 103.3 305.2 38.0 526.5 
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CLEARANCES 
                                                                                
   
  

 
 
 

 

For  crime  reporting  purposes,  an  index  crime  is  cleared  when  a  law  enforcement  agency  has 
identified  and  located  the  offender  and  there  is  enough  evidence  to  charge  him.  The  arrest  of 
one  person  can  clear  several  crimes,  or several  persons  may  be  arrested  in  clearing  one  crime. 
Clearances  are  recorded  in  exceptional  circumstances when  some  element  beyond  law  enforce- 
ment control precludes the arrest of the offender.
20

 
2003 INDEX CLEARANCES 

 
 
 
Offense 

 
Number of 
Offenses 

 
Total 

Cleared 

 
 

% Cleared 
Murder 300 228 75.7 
Rape 1,839 907 49.3 
Robbery 5,738 1,567 27.3 
Aggravated Assault 25,160 14,248 56.6 
Subtotal Violent 33,037 16,946 51.3 
Breaking or Entering 42,742 5,302 12.4 
Larceny 126,236 21,116 16.7 
Motor Vehicle Theft 15,729 1,963 12.5 
Subtotal Nonviolent 184,707 28,381 15.4 
State Total 217,744 45,327 20.8 

 
 
 

2003 INDEX CLEARANCES
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